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SUBJECT: MORE ON THE PERFECTION OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY AND THE 
NEW CONSTITUTION 

1 . FAMILIAR SOVIET CONCEPTS OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY WERE 
ONCE AGAIN STATED IN AN "IZVESTIYA" JULY 12 ARTICLE BY 

A. SHEBANOV ENTITLED "PERFECTION OF DEMOCRACY-THE 
NATURAL RESULT OF DEVELOPED SOCIALISM." STARTING WITH 
THE FALSE PREMISE THAT "SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY EXIST 
IN A STATE OF DIALECTICAL UNITY." SHEVANOV ENUMERATED RECENT 
LEGISLATION ADOPTED IN THE USSR TO PERFECT AND FURTHER 
DEVELOP SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY BY ADJUSTING STATE AND SOCIAL 
RELATIONS TO REFLECT THE NEEDS AND CAPABILITIES OF A 
MATURE SOCIALIST SOCIETY. THIS WORK IS TO BE CULMINATED 
IN THE ADOPTION OF A NEW CONSTITUTION, WHICH WILL SUMMARIZE 
THE CURRENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND INCORPORATE THEM INTO 
FUNDAMENTAL LAW AS GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALIST 
DEMOCRACY. "ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE PROJECT FOR A NEW CONSTITUTION," DECLARED SHEBANOV, 

"WILL BE THE FURTHER STRENGTHENING AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
SOCIALIST DEMOCRACH." 
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CUSSED BY SHEBANOV, THE NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BROADEN- 
AT LEAST IN THE FORMAL SENSE-THE ROLE OF REPUBLIC AND 
LOCAL SOVIETS AND OF SOCIAL ZRGANIZ ATION S , SUCH AS 
TRADE UNIONS, IN "MANAGING ALL AFFAIRS OF STATE AND 
SOCIETY," INCLUDING THE ECONOMIC SECTOR. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THE LEGAL BASIS AND "STABILITY OF SOVIET 
LEGALITY" WILL BE STRENGTHENED BY THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF BREZHNEV'S PROPOSAL TO ISSUE A NEW CODE OF LAWS FOR 
THE SOVIET STATE. 

3. THE ARTICLE STRESSES ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND MASS- 
PARTICIPATION ASPECTS OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY, BUT THERE 
IS ALSO SOME EMPHASIS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF LEGALITY AS 
A SHIELD FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS: "... EACH CITIZEN 

WHO RESPECTS AND OBSERVES THE LAW IS ENTITLED TO THE 
STATE'S PROTECTION. THEREFORE THE REALITY OF RIGHTS 
AND FREEDOMS, ALONG WITH ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, AND 
SOCIAL GUARANTEES, IS SECURED BY JURIDICAL GUARANTEES, 

THE EXTENT AND SCOPE OF WHICH HAVE GROWN SIGNIFICANTLY 
IN RECENT YEARS." 

4. COMMENT: THE ARTICLE'S DISCUSSION OF THE NEW CON- 
STITUTION AND LEGAL CODE AS THE CULMINATING ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF BREZHNEV'S WORK SUGGESTS THAT BREZHNEV HOPES TO BE 
AROUND LONG ENOUGH TO PRESIDE OVER THE ADOPTION OF 
BOTH, ALTHOUGH NEITHER APPEARS IMMINENT. THE ARTICLE, 

OF COURSE, REFLECTS THE SENSITIVITY OVER THE ISSUE OF 
INDIVICUAL RIGHTS CHARACTERISTIC OF RECENT SOVIET 
ARTICLES ON THIS SUBJECT. 

MATLOCK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: blochdO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MOSCOW11078 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760271-1127 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760760/aaaacahh.tel 

Line Count: 91 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: blochdO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <19 OCT 2004 by blochd0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MORE ON THE PERFECTION OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY AND THE NEW CONSTITUTION 
TAGS: PINT, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



